
From the Commanders Desk:
Hello all,

What a wonderful journey I have been on, it is bittersweet to see it come to an end.  I have traveled all
over the state of Indiana and have met some amazing people. We have some amazing posts throughout the
state.

I want to thank everyone that came to the testimonial dinner for Auxiliary President Gennie Pickens and
myself. VFW Post did an amazing job. Past Post President Robin Courtney, thank you for all the amazing
food. If you like brisket, you missed out!

Congratulations to Post 360 Mishawaka and 1152 Kokomo on your 100-year anniversaries. Thank you for
inviting me to your celebrations. Both posts are doing a great job and thriving with numerous community
activities.

This last weekend on my way to a Women Veterans retreat at McCormick’s State Park, I popped into Post
1405 at Spencer.  Immediately I was asked to participate in their presentation for the Red, White and Blue
check presentations. This is just a small fraction of what I have been up to.

Many of our Posts are already doing things in May, especially around Memorial Day. Register these
events, for the third annual VFW Day of Service. This  kicks off on the first Saturday of May,
May 4, 2024. That date marks the start of veteran-led community service projects to take
place throughout the month. Don’t forget to get registered for a “Day of Service”.
https://todaysvfw.org/day-of-service/

Thank you all for everything and I will be seeing you soon at our State Convention!

Yours in comradeship,

Sheila Corcoran
Indiana State Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars
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Greetings Comrades,

I hope that this spring is treating you well and you are all getting
out and about in your communities.

This time of year, when we are all able to emerge from our winter
hibernation, is always a great feeling. Except for the allergies….
Anyway we have had an excellent year so far and we still have
plenty left to go!

Make sure you are reaching out to your members and doing buddy
checks. What you do for our organization is so important for our
comrades, even if they don’t know it. We do so much for veterans
but sometimes we have a hard time tooting our own horns.

All of your line officers and program chairpersons are available to
help you in any way we can. If there is something I can do for you
please let me know. I am looking forward to everything to come!

Cory Mahan
Department of Indiana
Sr. Vice Commander
cory.mahan.vfw@gmail.com
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Hello Comrades,

I am still in disbelief that our year is almost over already!  I have continued to
visit various Districts and have enjoyed the comradery that each of you have
shared with me.

It was an honor to have met our Commander in Chief Duane Sarmiento at our
Spring Conference.  He is a very engaging Veterans Advocate!

I really appreciate the Post Commanders/Chaplains/Quartermasters who have
provided me with their deceased members report form. This information will
assist myself and our department to ensure we know where our brothers &
sisters are located.  We routinely receive requests from extended family
members trying to locate their relatives who have passed.  I have also created
a TAPS page in our Newsletter and your input provides me with the next of
kin’s address so I can send a sympathy card.

Please continue your outreach to our members that are not able to visit your
post canteen or meetings.  With most of us reaching that age where we are not
as mobile, a call from someone lets them know that we do care about them.

Even though we are still prohibited from group visits to the VA Hospital, you
can still visit your individual members there.  I was the recipient of such visits
recently and it was greatly appreciated!  Also, our Veterans in Nursing Homes
truly enjoy a visit from us.

My prayers to all who are suffering with a hope that your issues are resolved
quickly.   Please stay safe and healthy!

Yours in LOTCS,

Larry Patch
Department of Indiana Chaplain
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Post 98 memorial service for Russ Deckard



May 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 21

Greetings to all you Lousy Cooties & Cuties!

We had a terrible time when the Past National Seam Squirrel, Dwight
Hora came to town. There were plenty of shenanigans that went on. We
hope he does not visit again anytime soon!    

Elections were conducted in March. I am sorry to report that I will be
your Pup Tent 11 Seam Squirrel once again. A Big Boo to all the
incoming officers who stepped up to take positions. We always have a
crummy time!

I would like to do a shout out to MOCA President, Carolyn Patch for a
Lousy Year. It has been awful working with you.

If you know anyone in the VFW who would like to join our FUN group,
please reach out to me. There is also an auxiliary group for those
interested in that. My worse half, Jennifer Pryor is the incoming president
for their group.

Just in case you wondered, everything is backwards in the Cootie world.
So if you take any of my comments seriously, please come join us and
find out why and what we do.

Keep 'em Smiling in Beds of White!

In LOTCS,

Russell "Gabby" Pryor

Seam Squirrel

Indy Racers - Pup Tent 11



May 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page  22



May 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 23



May 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 24



May 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 25



May 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 26

KENNETH (KEN) A. LANGE
Asking for YOUR Support for

SURGEON
VFW DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA 2024-25

VFW CAREER ACHIEVEMENTS/ROLES:
Ø Recipient of the:
ØDEPARTMENT OF INDIANA “DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER” LEADERSHIP AWARD 2023

Ø  All American Post Commander 2022‐2023
Ø  All American Department Membership Chairman 2022‐2023

Ø  Post Honor Guard Commander 2020‐2023
Ø Current District 6 Commander
Ø Current Department Membership Chairman
Ø  Department Sgt‐at‐Arms 2020‐2023
Ø  Department Iraq/Afghanistan Rep and Membership Team Leader (Central) 2021‐2022
Ø Department Disciplinary Hearing Panel Member 2021 & 2023
Ø  Department Finance Committee Member 2022‐PRESENT
Ø  VFW Certified National Recruiter 2023‐PRESENT
Ø  National Assistant Inspector General for the Department of Indiana 2021‐2022
Ø National Convention, “General Resolutions” Council Member 2022
Ø National Convention, “National Security & Foreign Affairs” Council Member 2023
Ø  National Aide‐De‐Camp 2022‐2023

ELIGIBILITY:
v Desert Storm/Persian Gulf (Post), Yemen, Korea,

Iraq, Afghanistan
v Retired U. S. Marine Corps Sergeant Major

(Served close to 29 years from 1983‐2012)
v GOLD LEGACY LIFE MEMBER of VFW Post 10003
v Life Member of the VFW National Home
v Member, Military Order of the COOTIE (MOC)

Feel free to contact me anytime at (317) 607‐8894 or kenlange64@yahoo.com
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Dist 5 VOD, Patriots
Pen and Teacher of
the year celebration
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Dist 6
VOD,
Patriots Pen
and Teacher
of the year
celebration
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Cissel-Jackman Post #3321
March 29th is National Vietnam Veterans Day. In honor of this holiday, VFW Post #3321 partnered with American
Legion Post #121 in Washington, Indiana, to honor and welcome home local Vietnam Veterans. The ceremony was
conducted on March 8th, 2024, by the VFW and hosted at the American Legion’s facility. Members of both
organizations assisted with the ceremony.
The short ceremony was held welcoming each Vietnam Veteran home by calling them by name and rank. Each
veteran proceeded through an “Aisle of Honor” comprised of crossed sabers provided by the Washington High
School’s Naval Junior Reserve Officer’s Training Corps cadets. Each veteran was welcomed home with cheers and
shouts of adoration from the crowd.
These heroes were reminded of some positives that have come from their service and in memory of their comrades
who have never made it home, a POW/MIA table ceremony was performed to end the service. The ceremony
concluded with a 21-gun salute and TAPS.
Following the ceremony, all veterans and attendees were treated to a full meal.

"Roger Cox Sr aisle" is TSGT Roger Cox, Sr., Air Force

"Mike Hill aisle" is SSG Mike Hill, Army"Vietnam Vets" are, left to right: TSGT Roger Cox Sr
(USAF); EM3 Tony Potts (USN); SSGT Mike Hill
(USAR); SPC Greg Purcell (USAR); MSG Pete
Occhialinei (USAR); RM3 Gary Jones (USN); SSG
Charles Gilkey (USAR); and SGT James
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Vietnam War Veterans  Day
event.

Post 1587 Auxiliary purchased &
donated 116 Patriotic Books to 58
Speedway Elementary classrooms
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Vietnam War Veterans event at Post 2839

ATTENTION VFW DISK GOLF is now at Ft. Harrison VFW Post 7119, come out and play.
Great opportunity for all. Great therapy for all.
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TAPS

District 1 Jerry Eddy|Post 6448|1/19/2024
District 5 Richard L Umbarger|Post 1152|1/2/2024
District 5 Donald Heinmiller|Post 1152|1/25/2024
District 5 William B Borden|Post 1152|1/24/2024
District 5 Chester "Bud" Landis|Post 1152|2/23/2024
District 5 Jack L Doty|Post 1152|4/21/2024
District 8 Ernest L Emily |Post 2950|1/20/2024
District 8 James Voelker (PDC 92-93) |Post 1114|4/15/2024
District 9 Russell E White|Post 2021|1/18/2024
District 9 Morris W Goodwin|Post 2021|12/19/2023
District 10 Robert L Ross|Post 1108|4/08/2024
District 10 Byron Wadsworth |Post 1108|3/25/2024
District 10 Catherine V Rutherford|Post 1108|3/28/2024
District 10 William F Deiwert Jr|Post 2695|2/20/2024
District 10 Terry L Martin|Post 2695|12/18/2023
District 10 William R "Bill" Coffey |Post 2695|12/18/2023
District 10 Roy M Aldrich|Post 2695|9/22/2023
District 10 Elmer H Brattain|Post 2695|2/11/2024
District 10 Stephen Mitchell|Post 2695|2/9/2024
District 11 Russell M Deckard |Post 98|1/12/2024
District 11 John Hicks|Post 7119|1/20/2024
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 Let’s share our special events to everyone!  I will
need all articles, pictures and special event fliers to
me by August 26, 2024 for our September 2024
Combat Veteran newsletter! As far as format goes,
articles can be in Microsoft word, Email text or
Adobe PDF file.  Pictures should be in JPEG but I
have a pretty large selection of photography
programs so I should be able to accommodate most
formats.  Fliers can be in Word, PDF or any Photo
format.  Please submit the items for the Newsletter
to me at: (ljpatch@mail.com) or send to me at
9034 Eiderdown Way, Indianapolis, IN 46234.  If
you have any questions please Email me or call me
(317)450-9408.
Yours in LOTCS,

Larry J Patch
Larry J Patch
Combat Veteran Editor
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