
From the Commanders Desk:
Hello Comrades. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to my special project this year, Irreverent
Warriors.
Irreverent Warriors: We bring veterans together using humor and camaraderie to improve mental health and prevent
veteran suicide.

Overview
Irreverent Warriors is a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the mental health of veterans through
camaraderie and humor. Founded in 2015 by a Marine Corps veteran, the organization’s primary mission is to address
the unique challenges veterans face, including the pervasive issue of mental health, through unconventional yet
effective methods. The goal is simple: bring veterans together using humor and camaraderie to heal the wounds of war
and prevent veteran suicide.

Mission and Purpose
The mission of Irreverent Warriors is deeply rooted in the belief that veterans need a supportive community that
understands the unique experiences of military life. The organization recognizes that the transition from military to
civilian life can be challenging, and the isolation that many veterans experience can lead to severe mental health
issues, including depression and suicidal thoughts. By providing a space where veterans can connect with others who
have shared similar experiences, Irreverent Warriors aims to create a support network that fosters mental well-being.

The Silkies Hike
The signature event of Irreverent Warriors is the “Silkies Hike,” a light-hearted and humor-filled event where veterans
hike together wearing “silkies,” the nickname for the short PT shorts worn by many service members. These hikes are
held in cities across the United States and have become a symbol of the organization’s ethos. The purpose of these
hikes is twofold: to provide a space for veterans to connect and share their experiences, and to use humor as a tool for
healing. The hikes are open to all veterans, regardless of age or service branch, and are designed to create a non-
judgmental environment where participants can be themselves, share their stories, and enjoy a day of camaraderie.

You can watch a video about Irreverent Warriors at https://youtu.be/Q0bPNTNnkFQ

I am looking forward to this partnership and I hope you are as well. Let’s make a difference in veterans mental health
and prevent veteran suicide!

https://youtu.be/Q0bPNTNnkFQ
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Greetings Comrades & VFW Auxiliary Members,

I had an excellent time at the National Convention in Louisville and attended the National
Chaplains workshop.  What has not been made very clear over the years is that the
workshop is open to all Post & Auxiliary Chaplains.  The resources they shared this year
were exceptionally well made.  I have attached a copy of one of them (next page) that I
have found to be very helpful.  Next years National Convention will be very covenant as it
will be located in Columbus, Ohio August 9 -13, 2025.  If you are able, I strongly
recommend this workshop for Chaplains at all levels.

I had a short, but very productive segment at the recent School of Instruction on Chaplain
duties and resources.  I hope to have a bit more time next year.  One item that I need
everyone’s help on is reporting your deceased members.  My area is the Comrades and I
know that the Auxiliary Chaplain  has a similar reporting program.  My report form is
located on our State Website under Resources tab, then Documents and scroll down to
Post Forms and select Graves Registration Report (fillable).  This information assists me
in sending out sympathy cards and creating the TAPS page in our Combat Veteran
Newsletter.  I am also creating a database so that when we receive requests on the location
of a deceased member’s grave site, we can assist extended family or friends with the
information.

I am looking forward to all of the travels coming up in the next couple months.  Our
annual trip to the VFW National Home and the Indiana Veterans Home is always a
heartwarming experience.  I will also be visiting several of our District Meetings.  I truly
appreciate the hospitality and enjoy seeing your Posts on my visits.

I pray that each of you have a safe and enjoyable year as we enter into the 2024-2025
VFW year!

Please contact me by email [ljpatch@mail.com] or text/call [317 450-9408] if there is
anything I can assist you with.

Yours in LOTCS,

Larry Patch
Department of Indiana Chaplain
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Greetings to all you Lousy Cooties & Cuties!
Summer is almost gone, and we are rolling right into the new year! That Lousy Hide
Gimlet, Larry Patch and I along with our worse halves attended the Cooties National
Convention. We had a terrible time making new friends and playing with the zoo
animals. Congratulations to the 2024-2025 National Supreme Commander Robbie
Normand and Supreme President, Patches Presfield and Best Wishes for a great year!

We are excited for the new year! We are actively working with the Brickyard Nursing
Home and doing our first activity with them August 24th. We are sponsoring their
bingo. Future events will be discussed in our scratches. Our scratches are still the 4th
Tuesday of each month @ 6:30 p.m. rotating between posts 261 and 1587.

The Indiana Day National Home trip is scheduled for Saturday, September 21st.
There are two buses going from Districts 7 and 11. Please contact Keith Rohloff for
7th and Diane Pettit for the 11th. Please join us for our annual shenanigans.

The Indiana Veterans Home annual visit is scheduled for Sunday, September 29th.
Please make plans to attend and bring smiles to all the deserving veterans.

If you are interested in starting a pup tent, please reach out to Russell "Gabby" Pryor,
Larry Patch, or Diane Pettit for further information. Please reach out to Indy Pup Tent
11 MOCA President, Jennifer Pryor for more information on joining the auxiliary.

“Keep 'em Smiling in Beds of White!”

In LOTCS,

Russell "Gabby" Pryor

Seam Squirrel



September 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page  17



September 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page  18

Our new mascot
“Indymater” is
enjoying the 105th

Cootie Convention.
He will have his own
“Towmater” to give
him rides to our
Scratches.  Along with
some new traditions!
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I was introduced to Oliver last year and interviewed him for about six months. My uncle, Glen Edmonson, was the Gunnery
Lieutenant on the USS Hughes, but he talked little of the war throughout my life, which is not uncommon for veterans of
WWII. The photo from his wedding is attached. At his funeral some years ago, there was a full military honor guard, and it
got me to research the ship on which he served. My uncle only told me two things about WWII. Once, when we had just
finished watching an HBO show called Kamikaze - The Divine Wind, narrated by Hal Holbrooke, he began to cry and said
that had happened to him once. As he teared up, he could not say more but later told me that, because he was an officer, he
had received a Japanese samurai sword as a souvenir but could not bear to look at it, and when he got back to Seattle, he
opened up a wall, placed it there and sheet rocked and painted back over it. No one knows where that location is from so
many decades ago, even to this day, and he was buried in Port Angeles with that secret. He never talked more about WWII
with me.

After his death, I felt guilty that I had not tried to get him to talk more about the war, so I began this project. I got in touch
with a reunion group for the USS Hughes and discovered that this ship was an unbelievable and untold story of WWII. It
fought from the Atlantic throughout the Pacific and ended up going to Bikini Atoll, where they tried but failed to sink her
with two atomic bombs. Unfortunately, it had sailors put back aboard her and spent some time in Bremerton, finally sinking
off the coast of California in October of 1948. Parts of the story are almost beyond belief, and some are very tragic, but it is
a fantastic story. The reunion group connected me with several daughters of sailors from the ship and Oliver. Oliver is
unique, and it is impossible not to love him. He is a remarkable storyteller, and each time I would interview him, he would
bug me to finish the book while he was still alive so he could read it. Oliver is very funny. I worked on the book for a year
and a half and was talking with a publisher, but they wanted another year and a half to put the book out. After talking with
the family members and constant reminders from Oliver about his advancing age, I decided to self-publish on Amazon so
Oliver could get a copy of the book.I published the book on April 21st and sent Oliver the very first copy via Amazon. He
received his copy two days later, on the 23rd. I called Oliver and told him to go out and look on his porch, but he said, "I
know! They delivered it today! I’m reading it now! Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you.”I doubt I will ever sell
many of the books, and I am just an ordinary guy, but if getting the book to Oliver so he could hold, see, and read it is all
that ever happens, I consider the project a success.

 I am retired now. My grandfather served on the USS New York, my father was in the USNR, my son was disabled in
Afghanistan as a member of the 173rd Airborne U.S. Army, and my nephew was Kia’ed in Iraq, so I care deeply about
veterans issues. I was elected to the Washington State House of Representatives and proudly served on the Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee. I was also a 25-year law enforcement Detective and retired in 2006 as the Commander of a 15-
city Homicide/Violent Crimes Task Force. I live in Washington State near Mount Rainier.   There are so few living WWII
veterans now, and we should treasure them all while we still can. NBC News is working on a story about Oliver, but we are
concerned that no one victimizes him as he still lives alone. NBC News and his family are working on a plan to see if that
can be done safely.

The book is called Fourteen Battle Stars by Christopher Hurst and is on Amazon.  By: Christopher Hurst
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State Legislation day on Aug 15, 2024 at the Indiana
Statehouse. VFW Members present: State Surgeon
Ken Lange, Legislative member Judy King, and Matt
McNally Sr. Vice Commander Carmel Post 10003.
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Our National Motto: IN GOD WE TRUST
Rev. Peter R. Hook, Past National Chaplain

On July 30, 2024, the United States will proudly commemorate the 68th
anniversary of our national motto, "In God we Trust." These four words resonate
deeply with the foundational principles upon which our nation was built. From the
Declaration of Independence to the halls of Congress, the acknowledgment of a
Supreme Being has been woven into the fabric of American identity.

Our national motto, "In God we Trust," officially became part of our currency
during the Civil War era, a period marked by profound national challenges. In
1864, amid the strife and division of war, Congress authorized the minting of coins
bearing this inscription, symbolizing a unifying affirmation of faith and hope in
God's providence during a tumultuous time. Then, on July 30, 1956, “In God We
Trust” was established by President Dwight D. Eisenhower and the U.S. Congress
as the official motto of the United States of America.

As a Nation we believe there is one eternal supreme being. Not every individual
believes that, but as a Nation, we are one Nation under God.

As a diverse nation, not all individuals share the same beliefs, yet collectively, we
stand united under the recognition that there is an eternal supreme being. Our
forefathers, inspired by their faith as expressed in the Sacred Scriptures,
established a nation where the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
are seen as endowed, not by government, but by God Himself.

For 248 years, the United States of America has upheld these principles, becoming
a beacon of freedom and opportunity. President George Washington aptly noted,
"It is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to
obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection
and favors." These words continue to resonate as we reflect on our history and
look toward the future, guided by the belief that our liberties are rooted in divine
providence.



As we celebrate this milestone, let us reaffirm our commitment to the values that
have made America a land of promise and resilience, where "In God we Trust"
remains more than a motto--it is a testament to our enduring faith and unity as a
nation.

Blessings as you serve,

Rev. Peter R. Hook
Past National Chaplain
Eastern Conference Chaplain
PA State Chaplain
Veterans of Foreign Wars
534 Parkvale Ave.
Langhorne, PA 19047
267-229-7722
Fax 215-750-1511
PeterHook@verizon.net
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VFW Post 10003 Memorial Day Ceremony
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Memorial Day Ceremony VFW 1587

Awesome presentation at VFW Post

908 followed by monthly post meeting

Justin Stowers and Colt
Montgomery donation to VFW post
1587

July 4th
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Kroger presenting VFW Post 7119 a check for $1000!  Past State Commander Ron Martin, Post 7119
Commander Jerry Pitts, and State Surgeon Ken Lange, in addition to Kroger employees and senior management.
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Installation of District 11 2024-2025
Officers & PDC Larry Dennis induction
to the Past District Commanders Club!
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VFW Post 1587 Freedom Festival



September 2024                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 46

TAPS

District 5 Ronnie L Roach|Post 1152|5/2/2024
District 5 Harvey D Carpenter|Post 1152|5/18/2024
District 5 Gregory A Nolder|Post 1152|5/19/2024
District 5 Ralph R Coulter|Post 1152|7/6/2024
District 5 Richard L Bentley Sr|Post 1152|7/13/2024
District 5 Morris D Smith|Post 1152|7/22/2024
District 5 David L Barnard|Post 1152|7/22/2024
District 8 Darrell Harper|Post 2939|5/7/2024
District 10 Gene Morris|Post 1108|6/20/2024
District 10 James R Anderson|Post 1108|4/20/2024
District 10 Ray Hengstler Jr|Post 1108|4/28/2024
District 10 David E Sloan|Post 1108|4/3/2024
District 10 Billy R Arnold|Post 1108|7/13/2024
District 10 John Wyatt|Post 1108|5/7/2024
District 10 Robert L "Bud" King|Post 1108|7/16/2024
District 10 Robert L "Bud" King|Post 1108|7/16/2024
District 10 Arnold Billy Ray|Post 1108|7/13/2024
District 11 Richard J Cox Jr|Post 1587|7/27/2024
District 11 Larry L Phillips|Post 98|5/31/2024



Keith Rohloff

Qualifications:
Eligibility: Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal-Operation Earnest Will - Persian Gulf (USS
California CGN-36) (1987)
Retired Navy Storekeeper Chief Petty Officer (SKC(SW)) (1984-2005)

- VFW Member since 2001, Gold Legacy Life Member
- VFW National Home Centennial Life Member
- American Legion Member (Post 184 Moore Oklahoma)

Member of Henry Dwyer VFW Post 9297 (Crane)(2006-Present)
House Committee (2007-2009)
Post Quartermaster (Feb 2009–2013, 2014-2019)
Post Commander (2013-2014)
Post Trustee/Service Officer (2022-Present)

Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of Indiana Foundation Secretary/Treasurer (2023 to Present)

Department of Indiana District 7 Commander (2017-2018)
Department of Indiana District 7 Quartermaster/Adjutant (2018-Present)
Various other appointed/elected positions (2010-present)

Department of Indiana
Voice of Democracy Chairperson (2018-Present)
Department Disciplinary Hearing Panel Member
Appointed Administration Board/Trustee Member
National By-law and General Resolutions Committees (2021, 2022, 2024)

Awards
- All-State Post Quartermaster Team Captain (2009-10) (Orval B. Holycross Award)
- All-State Post Quartermaster (2010-11)
- All-American Post Commander (2013-14)
- All-American District Quartermaster (2022-2023)
- National Aide de Camp (2010-11)(2015-2016) and (2016-2017)

I am married to Cyndi, (Retired Navy Chief Petty Officer (NCC(AW/SW) (VFW Life Member)
and we have 2 children Britni and Andrew (both Auxiliary Life Members) and I have their full
support.

Candidate for Surgeon
Department of Indiana

2025-2026
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 Let’s share our special events to everyone!  I will
need all articles, pictures and special event fliers to
me by December 23, 2024 for our January 2025
Combat Veteran newsletter! As far as format goes,
articles can be in Microsoft word, Email text or
Adobe PDF file.  Pictures should be in JPEG but I
have a pretty large selection of photography
programs so I should be able to accommodate most
formats.  Fliers can be in Word, PDF or any Photo
format.  Please submit the items for the Newsletter
to me at: (ljpatch@mail.com) or send to me at
9034 Eiderdown Way, Indianapolis, IN 46234.  If
you have any questions please Email me or call me
(317)450-9408.
Yours in LOTCS,

Larry J Patch
Larry J Patch
Combat Veteran Editor
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