
From the Commanders Desk:

As the State Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Indiana, I have
the honor of representing some of the most courageous men and women this country
has ever known. Veterans—regardless of branch, era, or background—have all
answered the call to serve. And while that service often required strength, courage, and
sacrifice on the battlefield, it also demands something just as important when we return
home: the strength to heal and to ask for help.

Mental health is not a weakness. It is a core part of our overall well-being—just like
physical health. For far too long, the invisible wounds of war have been overshadowed
by outdated stigmas and silence. But we know better now. We know that trauma, stress,
anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress are not signs of failure; they are human
responses to extreme circumstances.

The VFW is committed to creating a culture where no veteran feels alone in their
struggle. Here in Indiana, we are taking bold steps to address mental health challenges
head-on. Through peer-to-peer support, community outreach, and partnerships with
organizations like the VA and Irreverent Warriors, we are working to bridge this divide.

But mental health is only one side of the coin. The other is resiliency.

Resiliency is not about never falling; it’s about rising after the fall. It’s the ability to adapt,
to recover, and to thrive in the face of adversity. And there is no better example of
resilience than the veteran community. From combat zones to civilian life, from hardship
to hope, our members have shown time and again that they are capable of extraordinary
strength and perseverance.



We must continue to foster that spirit in every VFW
Post, in every home, and in every conversation we
have. It starts with checking in on one another,
listening without judgment, and sharing our own
journeys when we’re ready. It continues by ensuring
that every veteran knows where to turn when the
weight gets too heavy.

If you are struggling, I urge you to reach out—to a
fellow veteran, a counselor, or a crisis line. You are
not alone. You are valued. And your story is far from
over.

Let’s lead with compassion. Let’s act with courage.
And let’s stand strong—together.

Yours in LOTCS,

Cory Mahan

Indiana State Copmmander
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Greetings Comrades & VFW Auxiliary Members,

As I said in my last article, this year’s National Convention will be very covenant
as it will be located in Columbus, Ohio August 9 -13, 2025.  If you are able, I
strongly recommend that you attend.  Among the many training
courses/workshops that will be available free of charge, I highly recommend the
National Chaplains workshop!  Having attended the National Conventions for
many years, I am always amazed that I learn something new every time I attend!

I have would like to stress the importance of reporting your deceased members.
Our goal is to create an accurate database listing of all our deceased members
with their final resting place so that we can provide which cemetery the Veteran
is located when assisting extended family/friends requesting the information
from our department.  Our departments form is located on our State Website
under the Resources tab, then Documents and scroll down to Post Forms and
select Graves Registration Report (fillable); copy attached on page 27.  The form
can be sent directly to my Email address ljpatch@mail.com or mailed to me at
9034 Eiderdown Way, Indianapolis, IN 46234.  This information also assists me
in sending out sympathy cards and creating the TAPS page in our Combat
Veteran Newsletter.

I truly have enjoyed my term as your Chaplain, and have had a great time
visiting during my travels!

Please contact me by email or text/call [317 450-9408] if there is anything I can
assist you with.

Yours in LOTCS,

Larry Patch
Department of Indiana Chaplain
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Tall guy is Colts OL player #75 Will Fries.

Ken Lange

State Surgeon

VFW Department of Indiana
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Hello Cooties & Cuties!!!!

Well, my term as your lousy leader of sorts is rapidly coming to an end!  At our last
scratch we had a real tough time trying to find some unsuspecting and equally
unprepared cootie to assume the position of Seam Squirrel for the 2025-2026 year.
Unfortunately, the only Cootie in the scratch that had the same hat size was Cootie #9!
You might recognize him as he parades around as our Department of Indiana Chaplain!
Cootie Larry Patch will fill this unappreciated role upon the installation of our Supreme
Commander in August.

Speaking of August, our 2025 106th Supreme Convention will be very convenient for
our State Cooties as it will be held right next door in Worthington, Ohio on August 14th

– 17th!  This turns out to be a special day for our new/old Seam Squirrel Cootie #9 as
he will turn 78 on the last day of the Convention!  I’m sure Cootie milk will be free
flowing!!

Fellow cooties, please send in your annual dues as soon as possible.  Our CCDB has to
try to keep our records accurate despite our best efforts to thwart her progress!  I truly
would like all who haven’t taken the leap to sign up for life membership.  It is very
affordable and then you won’t have to hear us nag you every new term!

We are still actively trying to start 2 new Pup Tents in our State so we can finally get
our Grand back in Indiana.  It is very possible as Indiana had over 15 Pup Tents at one
time.  So please, let’s all get moving an recruit some new members and lets geter-done
this year!

Yours in LOTCS,
Russell “Gabby”  Pryor
Seam Squirrel
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Online:
VFWSTORE.ORG
Call: 1.833.839.8387

NEW! BEACH TOWELS 100%
cotton. VFW logo screenprinted.
30 x 60". $26.00 each
1095 Red
1258 Orange

M
A D E I N

VFW GRAVE
MARKER
Emblem measures 4¼"

U.S. VETERAN GRAVE
MARKER Anodized zinc
alloy made to last. Emblem
measures 6" with 17½"
aluminum rod. Flag holder
attachment on back. Flag sold
separately. 3205 $19.95

VFW BRONZE GRAVE
MARKER Flag holder
attachment on back.
Emblem measures 5"
with 17½" rod. Flag sold
separately. 3500 $64.00

M
A D E I N

THERMOPLASTIC GRAVE MARKERS Withstand
temperatures from ­ 20˚ to 150˚ F. Flag holder
attachment on back. 16" metal rod. Flag sold separately.

U.S. VETERAN
GRAVE
MARKER Emblem
measures 6"

M
A D E I NM

A D E I N

VFW COOLING
TOWEL
Fight fatigue and min-
imize heat stress. Cool
fiber. 32" x 7".

125TH

SILVER AND GOLD COIN SET
1.5"
0.999 silver coin (made in the USA)
and 1.5" 24K gold-plated coin
(imported). Comes in hard black
clamshell vinyl-covered case.

M
A D E I N

BLACK CAP Five-
panel, mesh back
medium profile
cotton blend with
embroidered logo.
Adjustable brass
buckle.
Imported.
7186 $19.95

M
A D E I N

ZIPPO® LIGHTER AND
ETCHED
LOGO CASE Limited Edition,
numbered case. Single torch
insert, push-button ignition.
Adjustable blue flame height.
Shipped with no butane. Cannot
request specific number. No

LIFE MEMBER
CARD Include
your name, Life
Member number
and date, Post
number, city
and state.
Aluminum.
Allow 3-4 weeks
for delivery.
1125 $12.00M

A D E I N
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TAPS
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Keith Rohloff

Qualifications:
Eligibility: Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal-Operation Earnest Will - Persian Gulf (USS
California CGN-36) (1987)
Retired Navy Storekeeper Chief Petty Officer (SKC(SW)) (1984-2005)

- VFW Member since 2001, Gold Legacy Life Member
- VFW National Home Centennial Life Member
- American Legion Member (Post 184 Moore Oklahoma)

Member of Henry Dwyer VFW Post 9297 (Crane)(2006-Present)
House Committee (2007-2009)
Post Quartermaster (Feb 2009–2013, 2014-2019)
Post Commander (2013-2014)
Post Trustee/Service Officer (2022-Present)

Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of Indiana Foundation Secretary/Treasurer (2023 to Present)

Department of Indiana District 7 Commander (2017-2018)
Department of Indiana District 7 Quartermaster/Adjutant (2018-Present)
Various other appointed/elected positions (2010-present)

Department of Indiana
Voice of Democracy Chairperson (2018-Present)
Department Disciplinary Hearing Panel Member
Appointed Administration Board/Trustee Member
National By-law and General Resolutions Committees (2021, 2022, 2024)

Awards
- All-State Post Quartermaster Team Captain (2009-10) (Orval B. Holycross Award)
- All-State Post Quartermaster (2010-11)
- All-American Post Commander (2013-14)
- All-American District Quartermaster (2022-2023)
- National Aide de Camp (2010-11)(2015-2016) and (2016-2017)

I am married to Cyndi, (Retired Navy Chief Petty Officer (NCC(AW/SW) (VFW Life Member)
and we have 2 children Britni and Andrew (both Auxiliary Life Members) and I have their full
support.

Candidate for Surgeon
Department of Indiana

2025-2026
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https://simplebooklet.com/ccbook#page=1
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Listen Cooties,

The 2025 106th Supreme Convention

14th - 17th Aug 2025

Advanced payment is required for the 106th 2025 Supreme Convention
Banquet to be held Saturday evening, 16 Aug 2025 at the Cootie
Convention Hotel, Wyndham Columbus Hotel & Events Center, 175
Hutchinson Avenue, Worthington, Ohio 43235.

All information is on the Supreme Events page:
https://lotcs.org/events.html.

Yours in LOTCS,

Dale Iannello

Supreme Newshound/Geek



May 2025                       Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 29

 Let’s share our special events to everyone!  I will
need all articles, pictures and special event fliers to
me by August 22, 2025 for our September 2025
Combat Veteran newsletter! As far as format goes,
articles can be in Microsoft word, Email text or
Adobe PDF file.  Pictures should be in JPEG but I
have a pretty large selection of photography
programs so I should be able to accommodate most
formats.  Fliers can be in Word, PDF or any Photo
format.  Please submit the items for the Newsletter
to me at: (ljpatch@mail.com) or send to me at
9034 Eiderdown Way, Indianapolis, IN 46234.  If
you have any questions please Email me or call me
(317)450-9408.
Yours in LOTCS,

Larry J Patch
Larry J Patch
Combat Veteran Editor
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