
From the Commanders Desk:

We have hit the ground running only 2 months into the year and it has been non stop from attending
4th of July parades to district meetings, round tables and town hall meetings with our legislators.

We had our state golf outing, which mostly got rained out . But a lot of camaraderie was had by all who
showed up .

Everyone is probably getting tired of hearing me say that the hardest part about being a VFW member
is showing up. If we could get you to show up at our events we can accomplish anything.

Our state has been hit really hard this month with all of the storms and flooding, please reach out to
your members make sure they are okay , and reach out to your communities let them know we are here
to help with donations, food and water drives , let them know we care .

I had the honor to be a part of the ribbon cutting ceremony to reopen the observation deck at the
soldiers and sailors monument downtown Indy .

Looking forward to the C of A meeting and school of instruction coming up. And can’t wait to go back
to the National Home .

I would like to wish Diane Pettit the best of luck for her election to trustee of the National Home
( if you are a life member go vote ) . I would also like to congratulate Russell ( Gabby ) Pryor on his
election as the National Riders Chaplain and National Cooties Jimmy Legs .

I want to thank you all for all of your hard work and everything you do for the VFW!

Yours in LOTCS,

Dave “Muffin” Hammons
VFW State Commander
Department of Indiana



Greetings Comrades & VFW Auxiliary Members,

I hope the September 2026 issue of our Combat Veteran finds you doing
well.

I sort of feel like I am beating a dead horse here, but I still don’t believe that
my message to get reports of our deceased comrades in timely is working.
So, I once again ask that you assist me in performing my duties by
completing the Graves Registration form.   A copy of the form is on the
following page, but it is also available on the State web page.  If you don’t
like the form, please feel free to Email me the information
[ljpatch@mail.com].  I need the Veterans full name, Post #, District #, date
of death, next of kin name & address and location of their grave site
(cemetery).  I can usually find the Obituary once I have the basic
information.

I appreciate the feedback and support from you as I visit your post/district
in my travels.

Please keep our hospitalized Veterans in your prayers, and thank you to
those who have taken the time to go visit them in the hospital and nursing
homes.  Having been on the receiving end it really is appreciated!

May your summer be fruitful and enjoyable!  God bless our deployed
troops!

Yours in LOTCS,

Larry Patch
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Governor Mike Braun and
Past All American VFW
Commander/Legislative
Chairman Richard Leirer
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Dear Comrades, Brothers and Sisters,

Hello, my name is Carolyn Patch and I have the honor of being the
Department President for the Department of Indiana VFW Auxiliary.  This
year I and our Department Commander have embraced working together
in true unity.  We are committed to working our programs together so that
our resources are joined.  The Auxiliary is here to support our veterans,
their families, our youth and our communities.  I am delighted to have a
joint special project with the Commander which is the Mishawaka Troop
Town.  Mishawaka Troop Town is a special home with four fully
furnished duplexes designed to give veterans who have been homeless or
are having other difficulties transitioning into civilian life, a hand up.
This is not a handout.  They must work towards their independence with
programs designed to help them get back on their feet.  This project will
be ongoing as they strive to serve more and more veterans needing special
assistance not only in their community but in the surrounding areas.  It is
my dream to see that no veteran is homeless or living in circumstances
that are not conducive to living in happiness and productivity.

This year my slogan is “Catching Dreams for Our Veterans”.  It is my
hope that we can bring that suicide rate down with every resource we
have available to support all of our veterans in need.

Loyally,

Carolyn J. Patch
VFWA Department of Indiana President
2026-2027
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