
From the Commanders Desk:

 Fellow Veterans,

 We as the Department of Indiana VFW have had a very busy past few
months doing what we do best,  taking care of Veterans, their families along
with our communities.

May is National Military Appreciation Month. Loyalty  day is the 1st,
Military Spouse Appreciation day the 9th, Armed Forces Day the 16th and
Memorial Day the 25th.

Just a reminder that the VFW Day of Service is also due  to be done in May
if you wish to be All American. This  is an opportunity fulfill our motto
STILL SERVING.

Thank you for allowing me to be your Commander this past year. It has
been my honor to represent each of  you and the Department of Indiana.

Yours in LOTCS,

Roger Ferguson
Indiana VFW Commander



Greetings Comrades & VFW Auxiliary Members,

I hope the May 2026 issue of our Combat Veteran finds you doing well.

I sorta feel like I am beating a dead horse here, but I still don’t believe that
my message to get reports of our deceased comrades in timely is working.
So, I once again ask that you assist me in performing my duties by
completing the Graves Registration form.   A copy of the form is on the
following page, but it is also available on the State web page.  If you don’t
like the form, please feel free to Email me the information
[ljpatch@mail.com].  I need the Veterans full name, Post #, District #, date
of death, next of kin name & address and location of their grave site
(cemetery).  I can usually find the Obituary once I have the basic
information.

I appreciate the feedback and support from you as I visit your post/district
in my travels.

Please keep our hospitalized Veterans in your prayers, and thank you to
those who have taken the time to go visit them in the hospital and nursing
homes.  Having been on the receiving end it really is appreciated!

May your summer be fruitful and enjoyable!  God bless our deployed
troops!

Yours in LOTCS,

Larry Patch
Chaplain
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VFW State
Commander Roger
Ferguson, Jr. Vice
Commander Ken Lange
and Membership
Director Dan Gann
working hard at the
Indianapolis 1500 Gun
& Blade Show!
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Hello Cooties & Cuties!

I have done my goodest to keep our Pup Tent in line, but it’s been a lot like
herding cats!  Our elections have been held and I am very pleased to report I
am no longer the one to blame!  Congratulations to our crummiest member
“Russell ‘Gabby’ Pryor” who will be totally in charge of any future
confusion of our small group of misfits!

All in all, we ended up with some reasonable numbers for 2025-2026.  It is
with heavy heart that I advise all of the passing of Supreme Commander Eric
Bell.  He will truly be missed when we go to Reno for the Supreme
Convention.  Our Provost Marshall Gabby attended Eric’s Celebration of Life
in Michigan.

We are doing OK in membership, but we still need 2 more Pup Tents to
regain our Grand in Indiana.  We have one nearly done so let’s get our work
clothes on and get the other one done!  You can contact myself or Gabby for
help.  All the paperwork to start a new Pep Tent is available to download
from the Supreme website www.lotcs.org.  It is very easy to do, just takes a
bit of time.

It is my great hope that 2026-2027 will finally see Indiana recapture our
Grand.  I hope that many more VFW leaders will join our ranks as VFW
Honor Degree members.

Till we meet again, safe journeys and fair skies be with you!  Remember,
“Keepem’ Smilin’ in Beds of White!”  God Bless our
Veterans.

Yours in LOTCS,

Larry Patch
Pup Tent 11 Seam Squirrel
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SUPREME Pup Tent
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

military order of the cootie
of the united states of america

“The Honor Degree of the Veterans of Foreign Wars”
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the Office of the Supreme Quartermaster a.k.a.

“Custodian of the Crummy Duffel Bag”

107th Supreme Scratch Reno, NV
30 July – 1 August 2026

Location: Nugget Casino Resort, 1100 Nugget Ave, Sparks, NV 89431

Room Rates:  4 Night Average Rate of $104.50 plus taxes.

Why “Average Rate”?  Reno hotels have a Monday – Thursday Rate of $89 and FridaySunday Rate of
$120.  If you stay Wednesday & Thursday (at $89x2=$178); Friday & Saturday (at $120x2=$240) the
Average nightly rate is $178+240/4 nights = $104.50.

3 Night Average:  Thursday, Friday, Saturday will be $89+240/3 nights = $109.66 nightly

Sorry for making you do math to book the hotel

These rates are available for Booking:  25 July through 2 August 2026

VFW Convention (25 – 28 July) at Cootie Rates for a Huge Savings

Supreme Convention (30 July 2 August)

Book Your Rooms NOW!
Booking Instructions, use the following link to book your room.

https://nuggetcasinoresort.book.pegsbe.com/promo?offerCode=GMOC26&hotel=NCR

Or you can call 8006481177, use the MOC Group Code: GMOC26

Ask for the Complimentary Coffee Maker in your room. You’ll have to get Coffee Pods from the front
desk daily. No cost for our group!

Here is what’s included:

· NO Resort Fees, this is usually an additional $40 fee per night
· Free Shuttle from RenoTahoe International Airport
· Complimentary Coffee Maker and Coffee in room, usually extra $10 per day
· Free in room internet
· Free Parking

LOTCS

Marcia Eggers
Marcia Eggers
Supreme Seam Quartermaster
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TAPS

District 4*Dave Taylor|Post 1421|12/26/2025*
District 4*Roger Watson|Post 1421|3/11/2026*
District 5*Joseph Arehart|Post 5782|11/18/2025*
District 5*Daniel C Myers|Post 1152|12/6/2025*
District 5*George B Brittain|Post 1152|2/3/2026*
District 7*William Salisbury|Post 1111|1/1/2026*
District 7*Robert L Harbstreit|Post 3321|3/17/2026*
District 8*William Shroeder|Post 2939|12/24/2025*
District 8*Charles E Guyillaume|Post 2939|8/15/2025*
District 8*Stephen Gofinet|Post 2939|9/21/2025*
District 8*Curtis L Cronin|Post 2939|2/15/2025*
District 8*Denney Hess |Post 2939|6/12/2025*
District 9*Jonathon J Tracy |Post 1925|no date*
District 9*Dennis W Motsinger |Post 1925|4/20/2026*
District 9*Herbert L Lane Sr |Post 1925|4/22/2026*
District 10*George L DeLay|Post 2695|12/18/2025*
District 10*Wilbur E Tressler|Post 2695|1/5/2026*
District 10*James M Ferrell|Post1282|2/26/2026*
District 10*Mearl C May|Post 2695|3/27/2026*
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American Legion Post 6 presenting
$1,000 donation for the VFW Post 1152
Military Rites Team.
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!!!!!!!!!!!!! Thank you Volunteers!!!!!!!!!!!
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We had a blast, Jennifer, Shana, Tabitha ( Army vet) MgStg Vincent Liddle (USMC)
and Warren Central JROTC  had the privilege of marching in the 70th birthday of
Lowell Little League Parade representing VFW 11th District, Dept of Indiana. We also
met a couple Navy Veterans who serve with IFD Firehouse 25 in Irvington. It was a
beautiful day for baseball. I even umpired a game! Great memories at this ballpark! I
want to say THANK YOU to Lowell Little League and the board for having us,  and
their continued support for the Military, Veterans, community and our first responders
(IMPD, IFD).



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 40



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 41



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 42



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 43



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 44



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 45



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 46



May 2026                      Indiana Combat  Veteran                     Page 47

 Let’s share our special events to everyone!  I will
need all articles, pictures and special event fliers to
me by August 24, 2026 for our September 2026
Combat Veteran newsletter! As far as format goes,
articles can be in Microsoft word, Email text or
Adobe PDF file.  Pictures should be in JPEG but I
have a pretty large selection of photography
programs so I should be able to accommodate most
formats.  Fliers can be in Word, PDF or any Photo
format.  Please submit the items for the Newsletter
to me at: (ljpatch@mail.com) or send to me at
9034 Eiderdown Way, Indianapolis, IN 46234.  If
you have any questions please Email me or call me
(317)450-9408.
Yours in LOTCS,

Larry J Patch
Larry J Patch
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