VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

F.0.BCx 381370 DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA 9555 E, 591h STREET
[HDARNAPOLIS, INDIANA 46236 TELEPHONE {3172 377-1785 INDIANAPOLIS, INDHANA 46216

FAX (317} 377-1757

GENERAL ORDERS #5 1 November 2018
' 2018-19 Serjes

TO BE READ AT MEETINGS AND POSTED:

1. Annual members are reminded that dues expire on the last day their anniversary
month. Annual members are encouraged to renew their dues prior to their anniversary
date to avoid a lapse in continuous membership.

2. Officers and committee members, whose membership is not in good standing by reason
failing to pay current dues by their anniversary date, shall be removed from office and
forfeit eligibility to hold any office for the remainder of the administrative year.

3. Members are reminded that their annual membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars
has been changed to a 12-month dues structure that started July 1, 2018. The changes
to subscription dues to a “DMV” model now allows anyone who becomes a member or
renews membership after July 1, 2018, to postpone expiration until the last day of their
12th month. For example, if a new member joins or an existing member renews on July
5, 2018, their dues now expire on July 31, 2019. The annual membership card (effective
July 1, 2018) reflects the month and year dues expire.

Current members that are in good standing as of July 1, 2018, have been extended in
OMS through the last day of the month when their dues are scheduled to expire.
Regardless of the month they renewed, as long as they were in good standing as of July
1, 2018, they now have until the end of the expiration month to renew their dues.

Members that are in good standing but have not renewed for the 2018/19 membership
year will see the changes on their digital ID card reflecting the updated month and year
when their dues expire. They will have the option to request an updated annual
membership card with the change reflecting the expiration month and year.

The purpose of the changes to subscription dues to a “DMV” model was to streamline
the process for both the Post and Department Quartermasters to track expiring annual
members. No longer will Posts and Departments have to chase annual members’ dues
on-a daily basis; instead they can see a block of members during a specific month (one,
two and three months out), allowing them to formulate a plan to collect dues at one
time. This also makes it easier for the Department/District/Post Sergeant-at-Arms to
quickly see if a member is in good standing prior to a meeting.




4. Attention of Post Commanders is directed to Section 218 of the Manual of Procedure,
“Duty of Trustees.” Trustees Report of Audit must be completed in detail at the close of
each quarter, one of which ends December 31, 2018. Commanders are reminded that
accurate and complete records shall be kept by all persons handling Post funds,
including the Club Manager, Bingo Chairman and VFW Riders Groups. These records
shall be audited by Post Trustees in the same manner as Post Quartermaster and
Adjutant records.

5. A thorough program of Post inspection is necessary to ensure compliance with National
and Department Bylaws and directives. District and Department Inspectors to include
Assistant Inspectors shall make every effort to'inspect every Post under their cognizance
on an annual basis and correct such discrepancies as may be disclosed.

6. Recent chahges to the VFW National Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual establish
that Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall be the parliamentary authority on
procedural matters not governed by VFW Bylaws and Manual of Procedure. Newly
revised Robert’s Rules of Order is readily available at local book stores and online
retailers such as Barnes & Noble and Amazon.

7. The VFW Department of Indiana does have a telephone telemarketer. If you receive a
call and are unsure that the solicitation is legit please call State Headquarters.

8. State HQ will'be closed 22 & 23 November to ohserve the Thanksgiving Holiday.

9. Posts and Districts on a July 1 - June 30 fiscal year shouldfile the proper federal (990}
and state tax forms not later than 15 November 2017,

10. Post Quartermasters are referred to IRS Publication 3386, Tax Guide Veterans.
Organizations, for information and help completing 990 forms etc.

11. Commanders at all levels are directed to Section 1001 {25.} of the National Manual of
Procedure that states: The presence, dispensation, and/or consumption of alcoholic
beverages in VFW meeting rooms during VFW meetings is unacceptable and is
prohibited.

" 12. Several important documents are attached to these orders. Please review all.

BY ORDER OF: OFFICIALL
ERIC BILLMAN C/(

STATE COMMANDER TROY fDOCNKING
DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA VFW STATE ADJ & QUARTERMASTER

DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA VEW




ANNOUNCEMENTS ‘ 1 November 2018

1. Congratulations to Harold Wishon Jr. from Post 1987 Columbus, 9th District winner of first Early
Dues Payment Award of $100.00. Next Drawing will be after November 15™, 2018.

2. Keepaneye out for the next issue of the Combat Vet. Will soon be posted online at www.viwin.org.
Click on the Combat Vet link on the left.

3. The Fall Conference came and ended in a great success. This year we invited several venders to
spend the day with us. Humana, Vietnam Veterans Store, Walgreen’s, and Lancaster Gaming to
name a few. Please contact Mackenzie by email at mackenzieviw@outlook.com and let her know
how you fiked having venders and if you have any suggestions for future events.

4. Commander-in-Chief B.l. Lawrence has laid down another challenge to all VFW Posts for the
month of November 2018! We had fantastic results from the October Challenge. In honor of our
nation’s Thanksgiving holiday and the spirit of comradeship, the Commander-in-Chief has instituted
a challenge to all Posts to bring in new and reinstated members for the month of November. At
close of business on November 30, the Post in each membership division that shows the highest
increase in new and reinstated percentage (the N/R% column in Memstats) for the month of
November {comparing 11/1 to 11/30) will receive an award of $500 to be deposited directly into
their Post fund to be used as needed for the Post. To check on your status at any time, login to
OMS and click on Commander Challenge under the Reporting Tab, it's time to focus on recruiting
and retention; let’'s MAKE iT HAPPEN!

5. Make Sure Your Voice is Heard on Nov. 6. The VFW encourages all its members and supporters to
get involved with the upcoming elections. With continued threat of sequestration, deficit reduction,
and budget cuts that affect veterans, the military, and their famiiies, it is important to support
members of Congress who support us. Ways to get involved may include: registering to vote and
encouraging others to register; setting up or volunteering at voter registration drives; hosting or
attending town hall meetings or candidate forums and bringing up VFW priorities; helping the
eiderly and disabled get to the voting booth on Election Day; and voting on Nov. 6.

6. WALGREENS NO-COST FLU SHOTS NOW AVAILABLE - Be prepared for the upcoming cold and flu
season! Now through March 31, 2019, all VA-enrolled veterans are eligible for free annual flu shots
at their local Walgreens or Duane Reade pharmacy. While this immunization program is limited to
VA patients, Walgreens offers flu shots to most VFW members and their families through other
coverage programs, such as TRICARE, Medicare and many health care plans.

7. VFW FOUNDATION COMMUNITY SUPPORT GRANT - The VFW Foundation Community Support
Grant is open, Qualified Posts and/or Auxiliaries may receive grants of up to $1,000 to support local
nonprofits or important outreach projects in their communities. New to the grant this year, an
applicant may be eligible to receive up to $500 in additional funding by organizing a community
service project that invoives a local branch or affiliate of a VFW national corporate supporter (e.g.
Burger King, Sport Clipé, Walgreens, Humana, Ace Hardware, etc.}. To view application guidelines
or to apply for the VFW Foundation Community Support Grant, please visit www.vfw.org/grants.




10.

11.

12.

13.

ia.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

SPECIAL OFFER FROM HENRY REPEATING ARMS - Now through December 31, 2018, purchase any
Henry firearm from an authorized Henry dealer and you are eligible for a $25 gift certificate good for
any purchase at the VFW Store. Visit www.vfw.org/henry, complete the online form (including
VFW/Auxiliary member number, name, and contact information), and upload a photo or scanned
copy of the receipt for your Henry firearm purchase. Your VFW Store gift certificate will be sent to
you via the US Postal Service within 10 business days of submitting the completed form. To find an
authcrized Henry Repeating Arms dealer near you, visit www.henryusa.com/store-locator/.

VFW SPECIAL PROJECT PROGRAM - This program was put in place to recognize VFW units for
creating and completing unique and extraordinary community service projects. Record book entry
nominations that are found to be complete and well-substantiated should be endorsed by the
Department Adjutant or VFW Department Community Activities Chairman and forwarded 1o
National Programs Department. Deadline for entries is Aprif 30 of each year. Every Post Special
Project receiving the Award of Excellence in the May judging will be entered in the Fred C..Hall
Memorial Qutstanding Post Special Project Competition. Complete information can be found in the
2018-19 VFW Community Activities and Citizenship Education Chairman’s Manual.

Post 1431 Mountain Qyster/Catfish Fry November 9" and Vietnam Veterans Dinner November 30,
Please see attached flyers.

The Indiana Veterans' Home Veterans Day Program will begin at 2:30pm on Sunday, November 11,
2018. This event is open to the public and will be heid in the MacArthur Auditorium on the IVH
grounds. Purdue ROTC, local Boy Scout troupes, and more host a sunset salute and candielit tour
through the indiana Veterans' Home cemetery.

Zionsville Concert Band and the Castlewood Singers — will be performing a free concert (no tickets
required) on Saturday November 10", 2018 at 1:00pm in the Indianapolis Arts Garden at Circle
Center Mall. This program will feature music associated with Veterans Day.

2017 Indiana Military Appreciation Day and Information Fair will be held on November 17%", 2018
from 9:00am to 12:00pm at the Lawrence Readiness Training Center, 9920 East 59 Street,
Indianapolis. {Cld Fort Benjamin Harrison next to the Exchange). Call Ron Martin at 317-709-2567
for more info.

November 4" Daylight Savings Time (turn clock back one hour)
November 6 Election Day

November 10" U.S. Marine Corps Establishe.d (1775}
November 11" Veterans bay / Signing of WWI Armistice (1918)
November 215 Grenada Campaign Ended (1983)

November 22™ Thanksgiving Day




Greetings Comrades,

Hopefully this message doesn’t find you in a sugar rush from an overconsumption of Halloween candy. As 1 look
out my window and see the leaves changing colors and watch as every leaf in the neighborhood somehow ends up in
my yard, T am reminded that we are coming up on deadlines for our programs. These programs are vital to not only
engage with your community and the youth, but an opportunity for these programs to be a life changing event for a
local student. Please make sure that packets are complete at the time of submission so as to leave time for the
student to correct anything missing or incorréct.

Indiana is currently 39 in Membership and 9™ in the Big 10 at 83.18%. We need just over 5,300 members to reach
100%. We already have 4 posts at or above 100%. Posts 1421,.1587, 8147, and Post 2151 at 113.58%! We also have
23 posts within the department that need 10 members or less to reach 100%. As of October 30%, Indiana is 460
members behind where we were last year at this time. Two weeks earlier, we were 357 members behind, We are
going in the wrong direction. Please do not hesitate to contact the Membership Team or National HQ if you need
any assistance. [ will be in touch soon as I will be putting together a membership roundup in your districts in the
near future.

There are several events happening in November to keep in mind. Just in case you haven’t heard, there is an election
coming up shortly. If you haven’t already voted, be sure to get out to vote, When do you go to vote, be sure to wear
your VFW cover, or hat, or something to remind the candidates both that you are a Veteran and that Veterans vote,
No matter what political party you belong to or who you vote for, the important part is that you get out and vote.
Please do the same for any Veterans Day activity you may be participating in this year. Wear your cover proudly as
you have earned the title of Veteran. if you are travelling for either Veterans Day or Thanksgiving festivities, please
take your time and fravel safely,

November is Men’s Health Awareness month. There are a growing number of websites, information, and activities
people participate in to bring awareness of men’s health issues. Prostate and testicular cancer, mental healih issues,
and suicide are all issues being faced today by men and need to be discussed and addressed. If you know of someone
facing one of these issues, see if you are able to help them in any way. [f YOU are facing one of these issues, seek
help or take a moment to reach out to talk with someone. This year I will again be participating in Movember, so
since I usually have a moustache, you will be seeing me without one for a few days/weeks. But simply by shaving it
off, it starts the conversations on why I shaved and explaining the importance of the month.

I want to thank everyone that attended the Fall Conference. Hopefully, you learned something from the Depariment
of Indiana, our Jr Vice Commander in Chief Hal Roesch, Membership Director Rick Butler, and/or our various
visitors. T know we crammed quite a bit of information into a short amount of time, but I want to say thank you for
everyone that participated. I would also like to thank everyone that attended the evening mixer. T know that it was a
bit of a change, but hopefully it was enjoyable. Any feedback would be greatly appreciated, both positive and
negative. Please be aware that the change was my suggestion, so IF there {s any negative feedback, please direct that

fo me.

Thank you for all you do on a day in day out basis for the VEW. Veterans Sticking Together is what we do. Do not
hesitate to reach out to your Post Commander, your District Commander, or your Department line officers if you
need assistance. Thank you again for all you do for our Veterans and for the Department of Indiana and for the
VW,

In Comradeship

Eric Billman




VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

P.O, BOX 351370 DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA 4685 E BSi STREET
INDIANAPOLIG, INDIANA 46236 TELEPHONE (3171 377-1785 INCHANAPOLIS, INDHMNA 46216
FaxX (31713771787

31 October 2018

TC: District Commanders and Department Representatives

Subj: DISTRICT MEETING ASSIGHNMNETS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2018

District Meetings are scheduled as follows. Department Representatives are
listed. 1If assigned Department Representative cannot attend the meeting,

please contact Troy “Doc” King, State Adjutant & Quartermaster. 317.377.1795
or tkingviwgm@att.net. .

DISTRICT DATE TIME PLACE OF MEETING DEPT. REP

ONE 11/18 1200 Post 6841 Lowell Dick Lineberry
TWO 11/18 1400E Post 3790 Logansport David Capshaw
THREE 11/04 1300E Post 1130 LaPorte Eric Billman
FOUR 11/17 1500 Post 10006 Ft. Wayne Eric Billman
FIVE 11/17 1600 Post 7081 Dunkirk Mike Sims

STX 11/18 1100 . Post 6246 Noblesville Eric Billman
SEVEN 11/18 1030 Post 3321 Washington Troy “Doc” King
EIGHT 11/18 0900 Cent. Post 1114 Evansville . Jerry Blake
NINE 1i/18 1330 Post 3183 Batesville Mike Sims

TEN 11/18 1330 Post 6904 Fortville : Dick Tineberry
ELEVEN 11/17 1030 Post 1120 Indianapolis David Capshaw

BY ORDER OF':

ERIC BILLMAN
STATE COMMANDER

OFFICIAL:
\
% \
TRO;Z. KING \

STA ADJUTANT
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Featuring patriotic music by the

Zionsville Concert Band

and the

Castlewood Singers

Indianapolis Artsgarden
Circle Center Mall
Saturday, November 10, 2018
1:00 p.m.

Free admission, no tickets required




Mail - mackenzieviw({@outlook.com , Page 2 of 3

Oy Viethnam Veterans
30 Dinner

Public - Brian Bowman VFW Post 1431

i | f @v

Promote Edit Share

(0 Friday, Nov 30 at 6 PM
Crawfordsville, IN Time

© Brian Bowman VFW Post 1431
117 N Water St, Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933 - 37 mi

Billy Davis us

hitps://outlook.live.com/owa/?path=/mail/inbox/rp | 10/23/2018
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