VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

PO BOX 381376 - DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA 9565 B, B4th STREET
(NDIAMAPOLIS, INDIANS 46238 TELEPHONE (317 277-1795 INDIANAFOLIS, INDIANA 46218
FAX (39T 3771797

GENERAL ORDERS #6 1 Deternber 2018
2018-19 Series

TO BE READ AT MEETINGS AND POSTED:

1. Members are reminded that their annual membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars is now
subscription based and expires on their anniversary date. All officers are encouraged to make
every effort to renew the membership of each and every continuous member prior to their
expiration. Reports showing members 30, 60, and 90 days from expiration can be obtained by
the Post Quartermaster through the Online Membership System (OMS]). '

2. Officers who are annual members and fail to renew prior to their expiration date will be relieved
of their officer position per section 215, 415, or 515 of National By-Laws.

3. Commanders are reminded that accurate and complete records shall be kept by all persons
handling Post funds including the Club Manager and Bingo Chairman. These records shall be
audited by Post Trustees in the same manner as Post Quartermaster and Adjutant records.

4. Public Law 103-308, desighates 7 December as National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day and
requests the flag be flown at half-staff from sunrise to sunset to honor those individuals who
lost their lives that day.

5. The distribution of VFW “Buddy” Poppies will be conducted according to the pravisions set forth
in sections 711 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure. District and Post
Commanders should arrange now for distribution of “Buddy” Poppies for the Memorial Day
campaign in their respective areas. All profits accruing from the distribution of “Buddy” Poppies
shall be used in accordance with sections 219 and 704 of the Manual of Procedure.

6. Monthly Community Activity Reports are posted to the state website that lists the reported
activity for each Post. Also there is a fillable PDF version of the report. Got to “VFWIN.ORG”
and click on “COMMUNITY”.

7. State HQ will be closed.on 24 and 25" December 2018 to observe Christmas.
8. State HQ will be closed the 31% December and 1° January 2019 to observe New Years.

9. Several important documents are attached to these orders. Please review all.




Your state officers and the employees of the Department of Indiana VFW extend our warmest
personal greetings to yot“atd your families for the most

Jjoyous Christmas ond the happiest New Year!

Eric Billman — State Commander
Mike Sims — Senior Vice Commander
Dave Capshaw — Junior Vice Commander
Troy “Doc” King — State Adjutant/Quartermaster
Dick Lineberry — State Surgeon
Russell “Gabby” Pryor — State Assistant Adjutant
Mackenzie McHugh — State Secretary/Receptionist
'Ronnie Capps — State Service Officer
Todd Erickson _ Service Officer
Lacey Halterman — Claims Consultant
Mariah Gaw — Claims Cohsultant

Victoria Grubbs — Service Office Secretary

BY ORDER OF; ' OFFICIAL:

ERIC BILLMAN
STATE COMMANDER
DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA VFW

-

STATE/ADJUTANT & QUARTERMASTER
DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA VFW




ANNOUNCEMENTS ' o 1 December 2018

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

Congratulations to Michael Powell from Post 3418 Boonville, 8th District winner of Second first
Early Dues Payment Award of $100.00. The last Drawing will be after December 15%, 2018.

Remitder to all Districts- Teacher of the Year, Voice of Democracy, and Patriots Pen Deadline to

be to the State Chairman is 15 Dec. 2018.

Post Commanders: Get your Post ta 100% membership by 31 Dec. 2018 and have a minimum of 1
new or reinstated member and your Post will be eligible to wina Henry Golden Boy Rifle. Please see
attachment for more information.

The current issue of the Combat Vet Is posted online at VFWIN.ORG. Click on the Combat Vet link
on the left.

FREE TRANSITION SEMINAR: 3-7 December 2018 at the Job Ready Veterans Headquarters. Please
see attachment for more information.

Military Veterans Legislative Day at the State House will be on February 11 2019, in the south
atrium, second floor of the Indiana State Capital located at 200 S. Capitol Ave., Indianapolis, IN. The
overall event is intended to open communication channels between Indiana Reserve Components,
active-duty military members and military veterans and families with their Indiana State Senators
and Representatives regarding military and veteran specific legislation moving through the Indiana
General Assembly during the 2019 legislative session. More information will follow via emaii to
District Commanders to pass down to all levels. Also watch for information on the state website
“VEFWIN.ORG" under “SPECIAL EVENTS”. :

December 5™ Somalia Campaign Began (1992)

December 71" National Pear! Harbor Day, Flag at Half Staff
December 8" War Declared on Japan (1941)

December 1_1“1 Germany and italy Declared War on U.S. (1941)
December 15" Iraq War Ended (2011) |
December 20" Panama Campéign Began (1989)

December 25 Merry t:hristmas

December 31 Official End of WWII {1946)

December 31% Kosove Campaign Ended (2013)

January 1% Happy New Year




VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

PO, BOX 361370 DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA G585 E, 89th STREET
NOIENAPOLIS, INDHAN A 48256 TELEPHONE (317 377-1785 IMDHARAPOLIS, INDIANA 468216
FAX (317} 377-1747

Holiday greetings Comrades,

First let me begin this newsletter with this message to all post, districts, and line officers—

Between now and January 1, 2019, the VEW Department of Indiana will lose approximately 67 post
officers. From January 1 to May 31, 2019, there are another 91 post officer dues that will lapse if not paid
on time. In according with section 220 of the VFW National By-Laws, any officer that fails to pay current
year’s dues is immediately removed from office and cannot hold office in the current administrative year.
Post Commanders, District Commanders, and Line Officers, { ask you to review all of your respective
posts and ensure their dues are paid until at least May 31, 2019. To the smaller posts, please be aware that
if some of your post officers lose eligibility to hold office and do not have enough members to fill the
mandatory positions, the post could possibly lose their charter.

I hope that everyone enjoyed plentiful blessings during the Thanksgiving weekend, and that you didn’t
spend all your paycheck/savings during the Black Friday/Cyber Monday sales. December should be a
month of remembering the reason for the season, and not just the commercially themed decorating and
gift buying that most only know as Christmas. December should also be filled with happiness, reflecting
back through the year, as well as preparing for another great year that is just around the corner. As
always, keep in mind our military that are deployed or not able to spend the holidays with their families.
This time of year could also be difficult for some that have lost family members through the year or have
other underlying issues that are dealt with through this holiday season. Please be mindful and reach out to
those that you notice might be acting different, more withdrawn, or just not being themselves. We are
Brothers and Sisters to our Comrades/Families, and we should be there for each other as needed,

As of November 30th, Indiana’s membership is at 86.64% with 27,521 of 31,764 paid members and is
37" in the nation and 9 in the Big 10 Conference. Let’s all keep working at retaining our annual
members encouraging our Comrades to renew their membership, bring our lapsed members back into the
fold, and as always recruit new members every chance we get. Congrats to Comrades Steve Milbourn
(22), Richard Lineberry (14), and Laura Mckee (11) for recruiting (so far) more than 10 members each!!
Currently there are 33 posts in Indiana that need 10 members or less to be 100%. For those posts needing
only a few members as well as those needing a large number of comrades to reach 100%, you will be
receiving some phone calls from either myself or members of the Membership Team offering assistance.
As an added incentive, we will be drawing for a Henry Golden Boy Military Tribute rifle. Every post that
reaches at least 100% and has either one New or Reinstated member by December 31 (validated by VFW
National} will be eligible to be in the drawing,.

I wish-everyone a joyous holiday season and the best (safe) wishes ringing in the New Year 2019. As
always if anyone has any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to reach out to either myself, one of the
line officers, or our Department HQ for assistance. We are here for our Comrades and their families.
Thank you for all you do for our Veterans and for the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

In Comradeship
Eric Billman
Department Commander




VFW Posts that are 100% by Dec. 31,2018
and have a minimum of 1 new or reinstated
member are eligible to win the rifle below.

The seals of the United States
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps
and Coast Guard

Specifications

Action type Lever action repeater
Caliber .22 Short, Long and Long Rifle
Capacity 16 rounds of .22LR

Barrel length 20"
Overall length 38 1/2"

Weight 6.75 Ibs.
Stock American Walnut
Sights Adjustable Buckhorn rear, beaded front

Please get your Post to 100%.
The drawing will be the week after Jan. 1, 2019,
The VFW Post will be the winner and they can make the
decision as to what {o do with the rifle.

Remember, you can use Relief Fund money to pay for
those past due members who may have financial issues.

-- Your State VFW Membership team




Br/dg/ng life’s z‘ransn‘/ona/ gaps for veterans, service members and
m///z‘a/y famllles ,

 VETERAN EMPLOYMENT
~ TRANSITION SEMINAR -
 FREE Seminar Includes: o
. -Transition Assistance & Resources
o -SkI"S Tran._slatron & Resume Preparatlon
- -Company Research '
-Networkmg & Interviewing Tactlcs

: -Employer Introductions

. e Regtster todav' i e o
. Contact [\/||ke at MEspmda@;obreadvvets org or caII 317 760 6154

OPERATION:
~ JOB READY VETERANS
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